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Looking Back

The American Revolution

The Thirteen Colonies on the East Coast of North America prospered. Many colonists 
felt that they no longer needed to be a colony of Britain. A number of events led to the 
American Revolution. The colonies fought a war against Britain to be free from British 
rule. The colonies won their independence and became the United States of America.

The United Empire Loyalists

During the American Revolution, many colonists living in the Thirteen Colonies  
remained loyal to the English king and fled to Canada or returned to Britain. When 
the war was over, the United States of America would not pardon the Loyalists. British 
North America welcomed them. Many received land grants and farming supplies.

Upper Canada and Lower Canada

French settlers lived in the eastern part of Quebec. British settlers lived in the western 
part. Britain divided Quebec into two colonies. Upper Canada was mainly British and 
Protestant. Lower Canada was mainly French and Catholic.

Upper Canada, Lower Canada, and the Maritime colonies in the early 1800s
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�                                           Conflict and Change

Political Factors

In 1815, Britain still controlled the governments in British North America. Britain 
kept this power, because it was afraid the people in Upper Canada and Lower  
Canada might decide to copy the Americans and start their own revolution. By  
putting people loyal to Britain in government, the British thought they would stop  
this from happening.

Economic Factors

In Britain, machines began to take the place of many workers in factories. Many  
people had no jobs. There was also a famine in Ireland. This meant that many 
people were not only poor but also starving.

The British government encouraged these people to go to North America. This 
“Great Migration” brought thousands of new settlers to Upper Canada and Lower 
Canada looking for a better life.

This led to the growth of industries like the timber industry. Settlers used timber 
to build their new homes. Timber was also used for shipbuilding in North America.  
It was also exported to France.

As you read, you summarize the main ideas  
in the text. This helps you remember the most  
important information. Underline the most  
important words or ideas in each paragraph.

Strategies for Learning

Remember...

Setting the Stage
Strategies for LearningStrategies for Learning

Remember... 
After 1815, there were political, economic, and social changes in Upper Canada and Lower Canada.

Immigrants leaving Britain
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Reading History � 

Social Factors

The population in Upper Canada and Lower Canada was growing very quickly. Now 
the Loyalists, First Nations, and French who had lived there for many years had to 
share resources—like land and jobs—with the new immigrants.

With the growth of towns, new settlers needed places to live and food to eat. 
People needed ways to move goods from one part of the colony to another. Society 
needed to change to make these things possible. However, the people in government 
did not want to make any changes to laws or society that might cause them  
to lose political power.

 

Think About Your Reading

1. In the chart below, summarize what you learned about what was happening in 
Upper Canada and Lower Canada after 1815.

 
  
  
  

2. Give an example of a situation in the world today that reminds you of what was  
happening in Upper Canada and Lower Canada.

Political Economic Social

-	 the	government	was		
	 controlled	from	Britain

When	I	summarize,	I	read	for	what	is	most	important	in	every		
paragraph.	I	keep	notes,	using	the	headings	to	organize	my	thinking.
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�                                           Conflict and Change

The Role of Great Britain

Britain controlled government in both Upper Canada and Lower Canada. In Lower Canada,  
a Governor was appointed to represent the King. In Upper Canada, a Lieutenant-Governor  
was appointed. Each governor then appointed the members of the Executive Council and  
Legislative Council in their colony. These small, wealthy groups owned large amounts of land, 
and they decided how to spend money gathered in taxes from the people.

The Role of the People

The common people also took part in government. They elected a Legislative Assembly.  
However, the Legislative Council had the power to turn down, or veto, any law that the  
Legislative Assembly tried to pass. The Councils did not want any kind of laws or changes  
that might make them lose their own power or wealth.

In Upper Canada, this governing group was the Family Compact. The members were mostly 
British. The Church of England (also called the Anglican Church) was important to this group.  
It owned the land in the Clergy Reserves. The Clergy Reserves included one-seventh of all the  
public lands in both Upper Canada and Lower Canada.  

After the government stopped giving  
farmers free land in 1827, the farmers  
had to pay money to use land. Other  
farmers had to buy land from the Church. 
This made the Church very rich.

In Lower Canada, the governing group 
was the Château Clique. Members were 
also mostly British, while the members 
of the elected Legislative Assembly were 
mostly French. The Catholic Church was 
a very important friend to the Château 
Clique. The population in Lower Canada 
was mainly French Catholic, and the people 
listened what the Church told them. This 
meant the Church was a strong influence 
on the people.

Government in  
Upper Canada  
and Lower Canada

As you read, use text features such as  
diagrams to help you. If you find the text hard  
to read, look at the diagram. Then go back  
and read the text again.

Strategies for Learning

The organization of government in Upper Canada and  
Lower Canada. Only men could take part.

Governor/
Lieutenant-Governor

Executive Council  
(appointed)

Legislative Council  
(appointed)

Legislative Assembly (elected)

Remember... 
The Family Compact and Château Clique had all the political power and wealth in Lower Canada and Upper Canada.
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Think About Your Reading

1. Do you think the governments of Upper Canada and Lower Canada were fair?  
Explain your thinking.

2. Give a modern-day example that might compare to the way governments worked  
in Upper Canada and Lower Canada in the early 1800s.

When	I	looked	at	the	words	and	diagram	on	page	6,	they	helped	me		
understand	the	governments	of	Upper	Canada	and	Lower	Canada	and		
who	had	the	most	power.	It	does	not	seem	as	if	the	people	who	were		
elected	to	the	Assembly	had	any	power	at	all.
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1�                                           Conflict and Change

Check Your Understanding

Pause and think about what you have learned. The following activities will help  
you review your learning.

Check Your Vocabulary

In your own words, write a definition of the following terms:

social (page 4)

economic (page 4)

political (page 4)

conflict (page 8)

rebellion (page 8)

reform (page 10)

Check Your Reading Strategies

You have used the strategies summarize, use text features, compare and contrast, 
make predictions, and analyze to help you understand the text. Which strategy 
helped you the most? How did it help you?

Check Your Learning

What did you learn that was new or surprising? What did you learn that changed your 
opinion or your thinking?
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Reading History 1� 

Use the two columns below to help you remember what you have learned. Take a  
blank piece of paper, and cover up Column B so you cannot see it. Read each term  
in Column A, and test yourself by writing down three or four key ideas about it.

Column A Column B

What the Canadas looked like in 1815 • Britain controlled the government
 • Huge British immigration to Upper Canada
 • Need for more goods and for ways to move  
  goods from place to place
 • Lower Canada had a large French farming  
  population

Ways to bring about change • Protest, strike, rebellion, war

The structure of governments in  • Government controlled by Britain 
Upper Canada and Lower Canada • Governor and Lieutenant-Governor  
  appointed by Britain
 • Governors appointed men to the Executive 
  and Legislative Councils
 • Councils known as the Family Compact in  
  Upper Canada and the Château Clique in  
  Lower Canada
 • Members were wealthy landowners and  
  businessmen
 • Legislative Assembly elected by the people  
  but had no real power

Rebellions in Lower Canada and  • Members of the Councils wanted the  
Upper Canada  government to stay the same  
 • Legislative Assembly, elected by the  
  people, wanted change so it would have  
  more say in government
 • Some people tried to resolve these   
  differences by rebellion
 • Others wanted to try peaceful ways to  
  make political changes

Study Notes
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�0                                           Conflict and Change

Study Guide

Use the following graphic organizer to help you remember the important ideas you learned 
in this unit.

 

Social

• More immigration from  
 Britain

• French and First Nation  
 Peoples had to share  
 resources with new settlers

• Towns grew

Economic

• Population increased

• Timber trade grew

• More trade

Political Factors

• Britain controlled the  
 government

• People loyal to Britain were  
 in charge of government  
 in Upper Canada and  
 Lower Canada

Rebellions

• Château Clique and Family  
 Compact (rich landowners, loyal  
 to Britain, appointed by the  
 Governor/Lieutenant-Governor)  
 controlled the government

• Ordinary people elected the  
 Legislative Assembly but it had  
 no real power

• Reformers tried to bring about  
 change through rebellions

Responsible Goverment

• Rebellions forced the British  
 government to make changes

• Lord Durham appointed by Britain  
 to make recommendations to  
 prevent future rebellions

• Upper Canada and Lower  
 Canada united

• Responsible Government began
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Reflect on My Learning

Three new things I learned:

1.

2.

3.

Two things I already knew:

1.

2.

One thing I still have a question about:

1.
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