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Looking Back

British Military Rule

After the fall of New France, Britain appointed military governors to Quebec, Montreal, 
and Trois-Rivières. These governors reported to the British commander-in-chief in North 
America, who was based in New York.

It was an uneasy time for the French population in British North America. They 
remembered the expulsion of the Acadians, and wondered if the British would expel 
them, too. However, the British wanted the French colonists to cooperate with them. 
As a result, the French were allowed to go on with life as they had lived it before the 
British took control.

The Seven Years’ War  

France and Britain were at war in Europe. 
The French colonists in British North 
America hoped that if France won this 
war, New France would come back under 
French control.

The Thirteen Colonies 

The Thirteen Colonies (what is now  
the eastern part of the United States) 
were part of the British Empire. By  
1763, they had a population of over  
two million people. As the colonies  
and the fur trade expanded, colonists 
wanted more land and began to move 
west into the Ohio River Valley and the 
Mississippi River Valley.

Reading History � 

British North America in 1763
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�                                          British North America

The Treaty of Paris 

The Seven Years’ War in Europe ended in 1763, and Britain and France signed  
the Treaty of Paris. France had to give control of all land in New France and Acadia  
to Britain. France kept only two small islands off the coast of Newfoundland. 

The population of the new British colony in North America mainly spoke French. 
Britain wanted the English-speaking population in British North America to grow. 
Then the French could be assimilated into British culture and the British way of life.

Britain encouraged British soldiers and immigrants to settle there, as well as 
colonists from the Thirteen Colonies. 

A Royal Proclamation

With this in mind, Britain sent out a proclamation in 1763. This proclamation 
described how British North America would be governed.

The proclamation allowed the French to keep their religion and language. The 
French also kept their civil laws. (Civil laws have to do with personal things, such  
as land rights.) However, the government would use British law for criminal matters. 
The proclamation also allowed the seigneurial system to continue. The British 
believed that if the French kept most of the rights they already had, they would  
stay loyal to the colony.

The proclamation allowed for an elected Assembly, but Catholics could not  
run for office. Since most French were Catholics, they had no representatives  
in government.

The proclamation made other changes to British North America. It changed the 
borders of Quebec to make it a smaller colony. The British believed this would show 
the First Nations that they were not planning to expand on to First Nations’ land.  
The British hoped this change would stop raids by First Nations and create peace.

The change in the border had another effect. Fur traders and settlers could not 
go beyond it without permission. This cut Montreal fur traders out of the fur trade.

When you come to a word you do not know, monitor 
and check your understanding. Read ahead and 
read back to see if the text gives you clues. If there 
are not enough clues, check the dictionary or ask 
someone. Underline any words that you find tricky.

Strategies for Learning

Setting the Stage
Strategies for LearningStrategies for Learning

Remember... 
The purpose of the Royal Proclamation was to assimilate the French to the British way of life.
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Reading History � 

James Murray was the first British Governor in the colony of Quebec. He felt the 
proclamation was unfair to the French. There were only several hundred British in the 
entire colony, while there were thousands of French colonists. He felt that the British 
and French in British North America needed to learn to live together.

The British merchants were unhappy with Murray. They wanted political power, 
and they wanted control of the fur trade. They asked Britain to recall him, and Murray 
was replaced.

 

Think About Your Reading

1. Why do you think the British allowed French colonists to keep their own religion, 
language, and civil law? Do you think this was a good idea? Explain your thinking.

2. What connection can you make between the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and 
what is happening in Canada today?

3. What word did you find tricky in the text? How did you figure out what it means?

When I read the word “assimilated” in the second paragraph, I did 
not know what it meant, so I read on. It said that the French could 
be assimilated into the British way of life. This made me think that 
assimilated might mean “fit” into the British way of life.
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�                                          British North America

A Colony of Two Cultures  

Governor Murray’s replacement in the colony was General Guy Carleton. Governor 
Carleton also believed that the British and French had to learn to live together. Like 
Murray, Carleton felt the colony needed to honour both French and British culture.

The Need for Cooperation

The increase in the English-speaking population that Britain had been hoping for  
did not occur. Settlers from the Thirteen Colonies moved west rather than north  
to the new British colony of Quebec. Some of the colonists began to be unhappy  
with British rule. With this unrest in the Thirteen Colonies, Carleton realized it was 
even more important for the French to stay loyal to the King of England in British 
North America.

The Effects of the Quebec Act

The Quebec Act of 1774 was a way to promote a 
bicultural colony and to let the French keep their way 
of life. It respected the French and their culture. The 
Quebec Act also expanded the borders of Quebec again 
to include better fur-trading areas.

The government in Quebec would have an appointed 
British Governor and an appointed Council. Catholics 
could now be members of the government.

As before, British criminal law and French civil law 
were to be used. The Quebec Act also allowed the 
French colonists to keep their French language, the 
Catholic religion, and the seigneurial system.

The Quebec Act  Make jot notes in the margin when you make 
connections to what you already know.

Strategies for Learning

Remember... 
The Quebec Act allowed both the French and the British colonists to keep their culture, language, 
religion, and way of life. The act promoted a bicultural colony in Quebec.

General Sir Guy Carleton
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Reading History � 

Think About Your Reading

1. Name four things the British tried to gain the loyalty of the French.

 (a)

 (b)

 (c)

 (d)

2. The text says that the colonists in the Thirteen Colonies began to be unhappy 
with British rule. Think about what you already know about the United States,  
and predict what you think will happen in the Thirteen Colonies.

3. What was one connection you made between the text and what you already know?

In the first paragraph, it said that the French and the British had 
to learn to live together. This made me think of what I already 
know about what happens when different people get together. 
It is like my class at school. We are all different, but we have to 
respect each other. 
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�                                          British North America

Check Your Understanding

Pause and think about what you have learned. The following activities will help  
you review your learning.

Check Your Vocabulary

In your own words, write a definition of the following terms:

Thirteen Colonies (page 3)

Treaty of Paris (page 4)

assimilation (page 4)

Quebec Act (page 6)

bicultural (page 6)

Check Your Reading Strategies

You have used the strategies monitor and check and make connections. Which 
strategy helped you the most? How did it help you?

Check Your Learning

What did you learn that was new or surprising? What did you learn that changed  
your opinion or your thinking?
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Reading History � 

Use the two columns below to help you remember what you have learned. Take a  
blank piece of paper, and cover up Column B so you cannot see it. Read each term  
in Column A, and test yourself by writing down three down or four key ideas about it.  

Column A Column B

The Treaty of Paris  • All the land in New France and Acadia was 
  given to the British
 • France kept two small islands off the coast  
  of Newfoundland

Royal Proclamation, 1763  • French colonists allowed to keep their  
  language, religion, seigneurial system, and  
  civil laws
 • Borders changed and Quebec made smaller,  
  which cut Montreal businesses out of the  
  fur trade
 • French colonists were not represented in  
  government, because Catholics were not  
  allowed to run for the elected assembly

The Quebec Act of 1774  • British population did not grow rapidly
 • The King wanted French colonists to stay  
  loyal to Britain
 • The Quebec Act allowed French colonists to  
  keep their language, religion, civil laws, and  
  seigneurial system
 • The British government appointed a British  
  Governor and a Council
 • Catholics could be part of elected Assembly
 • Courts would still use British criminal law
 • The borders of Quebec expanded to include  
  land for the fur trade

Study Notes
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�0                                          British North America

Study Guide

Use the following graphic organizer to help you remember the important ideas you learned 
in this unit.

 

Quebec Nova Scotia Thirteen Colonies

Royal Proclamation (1765) 
and Quebec Act (1774) 
allowed French colonists to 
keep religion, culture, and 
language under British rule

European countries, such as Britain and France, were building empires

Britain had colonies in North America

Constitutional Act (1791) 
divided Quebec into two 
colonies:

• Upper Canada (English)

• Lower Canada (French) 

Nova Scotia divided into  
two colonies: 

• Nova Scotia

• New Brunswick 

Wanted to govern  
themselves, and declared  
war on Britain

American Revolution

Gained independence,  
and became United States  
of America 

Loyalists left the Thirteen Colonies and settled in Nova Scotia and Quebec

United States declares  
war on Britain, starting War  
of 1812
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Reading History �1 

Reflect on My Learning

Three new things I learned:

1.

2.

3.

Two things I already knew:

1.

2.

One thing I still have a question about:

1.

Portage & Main Press

Sample Pages

Portage & Main Press



© 2007 Jennette MacKenzie and Susan Green

Contributors: Margaret MacKenzie, Carolyn March

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form  
or by any means—graphic, electronic, or mechanical—without the prior written permission of  
the publisher. 

Printed and bound in Canada by Friesens. 

Titles in the Reading History series

Unit 1: New France 
ISBN: 978-1-55379-117-1    

Unit 2: British North America 
ISBN: 978-1-55379-116-4   

Unit �: Conflict and Change 
ISBN: 978-1-55379-118-8 
 
Teacher’s Guide
ISBN: 978-1-55379-119-5 

Reading History Set
ISBN: 978-1-55379-120-1 

 
100-318 McDermot Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3A 0A2

Email: books@portageandmainpress.com
Toll Free: 1-800-667-9673
Fax: 1-866-734-8477

Portage & Main Press

Sample Pages

Portage & Main Press




